CREATIVITY LESSON, One 45-minute class period

Cappie Dobyns, Ames Middle School (Ames, Iowa)

Cappie.dobyns@ames.k12.ia.us

Overview

During this lesson, students are introduced to, practice and reflect upon creative thinking processes.  The drawing portion of the exercise is borrowed from an old friend in Texas, Jamie Kessler.  The reflection portion utilizes a graphic organizer allowing students to analyze characteristics.

Teaching Introduction
Focus student’s attention with an anticipatory question; “Can you think of a synonym for the word creative?” or “Based on the definition for creativity (found on the handout), can anyone be creative?”  (Five years ago kids would respond that only artists are creative, but now all understand the expanse of creative thinking—both artistic and intellectual--and its importance in our fast changing world.)

Introduce creative thinking approaches—Fluency, Flexibility, Elaboration and Originality.  (See listed resources)  Explain that creative thinking occurs as a result of one or more of these methods.  Add that if students can become aware of these, they can begin to stimulate and practice their own creative thinking and problem-solving skills more often.

Explain that the drawing activity, “Improvisational Drawing,” will spur these approaches to idea generation.

Teaching 

Model the “Improvisational Drawing” activity. (See teacher example)
1. Solicit ideas for a drawing theme (a place or event).

2. Inside an empty box (similar to that on the student handout attachment), begin drawing based on chosen theme.

3. In a different color drawing tool, make a mark randomly.  

4. Demonstrate creative thinking approaches by improvising on the mark to incorporate it into the themed drawing.

5. Repeat this as needed to illustrate the different ways to generate ideas.


Ask students again to name a theme for their drawings.

Instruct students to begin drawing.  Walking around the room, place three kinds of marks on students’ papers.  (Allowing approximately 15 minutes for the drawing, place one mark every 5 minutes.)

Monitor students, reminding them of fluency, flexibility, elaboration and originality.  Encourage deeper practice of creative problem solving by suggesting that the end product be representative of a cohesive imaginary scene.

Teaching Wrap Up

Using a white board, ask students to reflect on their experience to answer the question “What do creative people always, sometimes and never do?”  

Solicit and record student contributions. Instruct students to also note characteristics in the spaces provided on their handouts.  (Typical Result Below)

	ALWAYS
	SOMETIMES
	NEVER

	Think Outside the Box

Question

Experiment

Brainstorm Many Ideas

Persevere

Take Risks


	Know History

Use Accident for Ideas
	Copy 

Quit


To conclude, instruct students to individually answer the question located in the oval shape, “What did you learn about yourself today?”  

Materials

Creative Characteristics Student Handout

RESOURCES

Improvisation Drawing Activity

Jamie Kessler, Fletcher Elementary School, Beaumont, Texas.

Organizer

Project CRISS 

http://www.projectcriss.com/
Creativity Information

Wellesley College Thinking Toolbox Resource PDF’s http://www.wellesleynet.school.nz/Toolbox/extendedbs.htm

The New Creative Artist, a Guide to Developing your Creative Spirit 

by Nita Leland  (ISBN-13: 978-58180-756-1)

